Just as in the rest of China, the effects of the "five things in vogue"-most notably the "vogue of communism"-were extremely severe in rural Suzhou during the "Great Leap Forward" and people's commune movements. As the entire Party was committed to redressing "leftist" errors in the early 1960s, the local governments of rural Suzhou began the task of cataloguing funds and materials that had been appropriated from production brigades, communes and individuals during the Great Leap Forward movement, with the aim of making restitution or reparation. Reviewing the experience and lessons of this work in rural Suzhou is of particular significance to our further understanding and evaluations of the people's commune movement as well as furthering research in the history of people's communes.
In the 1960s, the entire Party and governments across the country began to redress egregious errors made during the Great Leap Forward movement. At the same time, the national government began making comprehensive adjustments to the economy, and severe hardship was soon mitigated. One important measure taken to redress previous "leftist" mistakes and correct the economy was to settle accounts and make restitution for errors stemming from poor leadership, the negative effects of the vogue of communism, and "misappropriation of resources and personnel" which had taken place during the people's commune movement. Until now no academic research has been published on this topic. Having made a deep reading of a large volume of materials to serve as the basis of this essay, which focuses specifically on Jiangsu Province, I hope to make a contribution in the further study of the issue of restitution.
i
Amid the Great Leap Forward and the people's commune movements launched in 1958, poor leadership led to many egregious errors, including "running into communism," the large-scale establishment of public canteens. The enthusiasm of the timeled to the widespread emergence of the "five things in vogue,"2 most particularly the "vogue of communism" (a trend by which egalitarianism was held supreme, and labor and material resources were transferred arbitrarily regardless of which commune they belonged to). In November 1958, Mao Zedong 毛泽东 commenced an initiative to redress some of these errors, demanding that "old accounts must be settled" and held that "settling accounts is the only way to realize the objective value of things."3 Thereafter, governments across the country began making initial settlements and restitution and reparation for "misappropriations of funds and materials." The Suzhou government in April 1959 began launching pilots in settlement and restitution work in some communes and production teams in Changshu County 常熟县, Wu County 吴县, and other areas; officials also made reparation to people in some areas for what had been appropriated from them during the "Great Forging of Steel and Iron" movement.4 However, this work came to a grinding halt when,
